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Abstract

The new genus Moquiniastrum, the result of recent phylogenetic analyses, is described. Although these analyses are 

based on cpDNA and nDNA, they also involve documentation of the distinctive morphological characters supporting 

this new genus. The recognition of Moquiniastrum is necessary to accurately reflect the relationships of the taxa found in 

the tribe Gochnatieae. Moquiniastrum includes twenty-one species that are usually gynodioecious and found mainly in 

Brazil but with some species elsewhere in South America. A description of Moquiniastrum, together with the 

corresponding new combinations, new lectotypifications of three names and one new neotypification is here provided.
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Introduction

Moquiniastrum (Asteraceae/Compositae) was originally described by Cabrera (1971: 73) as a section of 
Gochnatia Kunth (1818: 15) which is placed in the tribe Gochnatieae (Panero & Funk 2002, Funk et al. 2009, 
Ortiz et al. 2009, Sancho & Freire 2009). Gochnatieae is the sister group of the large majority of the family 
(including the two largest subfamilies Cichorioideae and Asteroideae). Moquiniastrum is a morphologically 
well-defined genus and one of the results of our nearly completed studies of the tribe Gochnatieae (Funk et 

al., MS). This new genus of twenty-one, usually gynodioecious species (Fig. 1A–C) includes shrubs, sub-
shrubs and occasionally trees (Fig. 1D–F) mainly from eastern Brazil, but also extending into Argentina, 
Bolivia, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuela (Cabrera 1971, Sancho 2000, Hind 2011, Basualdo 2013) 
(Fig. 2). 

At the time of Cabrera Gochnatia was a large genus of about 70 species from Asia, southern North 
America, West Indies, and South America. The original Gochnatia sect. Moquiniastrum brought together 
species from several genera, including Spadonia Lessing (1832: 99), Moquinia Candolle (1838: 22) and 
Gochnatia. Lessing’s Spadonia was an illegitimate name because of an earlier fungus name by Fries (1829: 
203). De Candolle recognized this and proposed Moquinia as a new name. According to Cabrera (1950), 
Gochnatia and Moquinia were so similar that they needed to be merged, correctly giving priority to 
Gochnatia. Later, Moquinia was re-circumscribed (Cabrera 1969) to include only the type species M. 

racemosa (Sprengel 1826: 508) Candolle (1838: 23), whereas the other species were placed in Gochnatia

(Cabrera 1971). The name Moquiniastrum reflects the similarity of this section to the genus Moquinia, from 
which many species were transferred.  
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17. Moquiniastrum polymorphum (Less.) G. Sancho, comb. nov. 
Basionym: Spadonia polymorpha Lessing (1832: 101). Type:—BRAZIL. No date, F. Sellow s.n. (holotype B 

[destroyed], lectotype K 0000502518!, designated here).

17.1. Moquiniastrum polymorphum subsp. ceanothifolium (Less.) G. Sancho, comb. nov.
Basionym: Spadonia polymorpha var. ceanothifolia Lessing (1832: 102). Type:—BRAZIL. No date, F. Sellow s.n. 

(holotype B [destroyed], lectotype K 000502522!, designated here).

17.2. Moquiniastrum polymorphum subsp. floccosum (Cabrera) G. Sancho, comb. nov.
Basionym: Gochnatia polymorpha subsp. floccosa Cabrera (1971: 123). Type:—BRAZIL. Santa Catarina: Campo Novo, 

11 December 1962, R. Klein 3831 (holotype LP!)

18. Moquiniastrum pulchrum (Cabrera) G. Sancho, comb. nov. 
Basionym: Gochnatia pulchra Cabrera (1971: 106). Type: —BRAZIL. São Paulo: 28 April 1923, G. Gehrt s.n. (holotype 

LP!, isotype NY!, SP!).

19. Moquiniastrum ramboi (Cabrera) G. Sancho, comb. nov. 
Basionym: Gochnatia ramboi Cabrera (1971: 98). Type:—BRAZIL. Rio Grande do Sul: 30 January 1952, B. Rambo 

51961 (holotype LP!, isotype S!, US!).

20. Moquiniastrum sordidum (Less.) G. Sancho, comb. nov.
Basionym: Spadonia polymorpha var. sordida Lessing (1832: 102). Type:—BRAZIL. No date, F. Sellow s.n. (holotype B 

[destroyed], lectotype K 000502521!, designated here, isolectotypes P!, three sheets).

21. Moquiniastrum velutinum (Bong.) G. Sancho, comb. nov. 
Basionym: Moquinia velutina Bongard (1839: 41). Type:—BRAZIL. São Paulo: no date, G.H. von Langsdorff s.n. 

(holotype LE, photo of LE sheet at LP!)
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